GRADES 3 THROUGH 5 Principle 1

Principle 1:
Earth has one big ocean with many features.

The ocean, which covers 70% of
Earth's surface, is the defining
feature of the planet.

Ocean Circulation

B.
The ocean is a single, huge,

interconnected body of water
that circulates through all the
ocean basins and continents.

Geographic and
Geologic Features

C.
The ocean floor has a variety
of geological and geographical
features comparable to those

97% of all water on Earth
is salt water in the ocean.

on land.
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Fresh water melting
from glaciers
contributes to the
ocean and can
change its salinity
and temperature
and cause sea

level to rise.
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See Principle 3: B3
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B.4.
Watersheds drain
water from inland
to the ocelzan.
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B.8.
Organisms travel
on currents.

B.5.

Runoff from watersheds

impacts the ocean.
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