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Earth has one big ocean with many features.

GRADES 3 THROUGH 5
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Principle 2GRADES 3 THROUGH 5
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Principle 3GRADES 3 THROUGH 5
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Principle 4GRADES 3 THROUGH 5
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Principle 5GRADES 3 THROUGH 5

availability
of food, high and low 
tides, and escape 
from predators.
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Principle 6

Putting plastics 
and chemical 
pollution into 
the ocean can 
harm fish and 
shellfish and 
the people 
eating them.

Marine debris, 
including 
plastics, 
entangles 
and/or strangles 
ocean life, 
introduces 
chemical 
pollutants, 
and can become 
a hazard to 
navigation.

GRADES 3 THROUGH 5



oceanliteracyNMEA.org  A Handbook for Increasing Ocean Literacy 43

Principle 7

Human interest has led to the 
exploration of and research 
about the ocean and its 
resources. However, less than 
20% of the ocean is mapped, 
observed, and explored.

GRADES 3 THROUGH 5




